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Dmitry Turovsky
84 Sprague Rd., Scarsdale, NY 10583
www.wchj.org aristophil@yahoo.com

Saturday, June 5, at 1 PM
Havdalah and lunch

At the home of Gloria Weil
103 Van Etten Blvd.

New Rochelle

235-2612
grweil@optonline.net

Saturday, June 10 at 10:15 AM
Jewish History Buffs

At the home of Ann Toffel

16 Quincy Lane

White Plains)

Please RSVP . 948-3332
anntoffel@aol.com

Saturday, June 19", at 1 PM

Annual meeting and lunch

At the home of Dmitry and Olga Turovsky
84 Sprague Rd. Scarsdale, NY 10583
Please RSVP 914-713-8826
www.wchj.org aristophil@yahoo.com

Editor’s Note:

I'm afraid the graphics will have to go. I'm
told that the graphics clog some people’s e-
mail boxes because they take up more space
than text. So unless some computer-wise
member tells me otherwise, I’ll be skipping
the graphics (Most of the time.) Too bad- it
was fun.

Kate Mylinski’s program was a stimulating account of the
Jewish presence in early America.The Jews came in 1654
from that time on played significant roles in building the
United States. They were reviled by some (think Peter
Stuyvesant) and highly regarded by others (John Adams and
George Washington). One item of great disappointment was
a rather shocking diatribe by Thomas Jefferson, who wrote
in a letter about the Jews fo a colleague, “... a bloodthirsty
race, as cruel and remorseless... Their ethics are not only
imperfect, but often irreconcilable with the sound dictates of
reason and morality... and repulsive and anti-social, as
respecting other nations.”

You learn something new every day.

Gloria Weil

No one will forget Lizzie Turovsky’s wonderful Bat
Mitzvah! There she was, as pretty as a picture, completing
the Humanstic ritual with poise and then describing her
many Bat Mitzva projects. Her parents and family beamed
with understandable pride. And then we all went off to eat,
to dance, and to eat again. When we could eat and dance no
more, we watched Lizzie and her friends display the energy
of youth for at least 3 more hours of non-stop dancing. Were
the rest of us ever that young?

Many thanks to the Turovsky family for the lovely occasion,
and to Rabbi Frank Tamburello for his assistance in
preparing Lizzie and conducting the Bat Mitzvah.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND
COMMITTEE CHAIRS

20010

Board of Directors

Dmitry Turovsky, President

Howard Weinberg, Vice- President

Irv Kleiman, Treasurer

Rhoda Kleiman, Membership

Gloria Weil, Secretary

Ann Toffel, Member at Large

Past Co-Presidents, Charlotte Klein &,

Howard Weinberg

Marilyn Bloom- Member-at-large
Committees

Ceremonial Development

Judy Wank . (914)-574-5250,

Judywank@optonline.net

Hospitality

Barbra Baum, (914) 725-1402

gbaummd@verizon.net

Programs

Howard Weinberg,

(914) 698-3148

Publicity

Charlotte Klein and Barbra Baum

charlotteklein@optonline.net

Newsletter Editor

Gloria Weil, (914) 235-2612

grweil@optonline.net

History Study Group

Contact- Marilyn Bloom,

mtb01230@yahoo.com

Jewish Education School

Dmitry and Olga Turovsky, 914-713-8826

aristophil@yahoo.com

Were the greatest plays in English literature

written by a Jewish Woman? John Hudson, of the
Shakespeare Institute at the University of Birmingham,
England, thinks so. And he is not alone among
Shakespeare scholars. She may even be the famous
Dark Lady of Shakespeare’s sonnets.

In an article in Reform Judaism, published by the Union
for Reform Judaism, the author explores this intriguing
new theory. Amelia Bassano Lanier (1559-1645), was
the daughter of a Venetian court musician, a converso
Her father moved to the court of King Henry VIII,
bringing his Sephardic family with him from Italy.

Was Shakespeare simply a front, brokering plays for a
conversa in the deeply anti-Semitic England of that
time? Amelia was highly educated for a woman and
there are many bits of intriguing evidence to suggest a
connection between Jewish sources, such as the
Mishnah, in “Midsummer Night’s Dream”, also bits of
Hebrew in the same play, and much more substantial
coincidences that space does not allow here, but which
are fleshed out in the article.(www.reformjudaism.org)

The author of the article poses another interesting
question. Would a man whose works portray strong,
well-educated, proto-feminist women raise his own
daughters (as Shakespeare did) as illiterates? Or did
someone else create Portia and Lady Macbeth? I highly
recommend this article to anyone interested in such
things.

Jeannine and Lothar’s book

Piracy Today- John C.
Fighting Villainy on the High Seas

This timely book deals with contemporary piracy and its
threats to maritime nations as well as those who sail the
seas for pleasure. It was published by Sheridan House,
Jeannine and Lothar Simon’s publishing house, which
publishes books related to sailing ships and their
captains. Very good reviews have already come in from
several of our members.
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SOCIETY PAGES
SOCIETY DELAYS ASSESSMENT INCREASE FOR AFFILIATED COMMUNITIES

The Society for Humanistic Judaism has delayed the planned increase in assessment fees for
affiliated communities, which was scheduled to be implemented on May 1. As of May 1, 2010,
at-large member household dues increased to $95 per household, while the household assessment
fees for affiliated communities remain at $85.

This action by the SHJ Board, taken last October, recognizes the special relationship between the
Society and its affiliates. In addition to the many advantages to being part of the SHJ family,
there is now a financial differential between the assessment fee for affiliates and the membership
dues for at-large members. We are well aware that these are difficult economic times for all of
us. We are pleased to be able to respond to this financial reality and lighten the load.

The Society for Humanistic Judaism understands the economic challenges facing our
communities and congregations. We are inextricably linked and the SHJ is experiencing
significant reductions in our fund raising efforts, in addition to the decreased support from
communities. We are carefully monitoring our budget, seeking the delicate balance between
cutting costs and maintaining services.. Please encourage your Board members and school
administrators and teachers to use the networking and resource vehicles that the Society has
already put in place.

Miriam S. Jerris, Ph.D

Rabbi, Society for Humanistic Judaism

President, Association of Humanistic Rabbis



Dates at a Glance:

Sat June 5 1PM Havdalah Potluck Luncheon GI or i a Wei

Sat  June 12 10:15 Jewish History Buffs Ann Tof fe

Sat  June 19 1PM Annual Meeting The Turovskys
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